
22 / Beachwood Buzz / May 2011

Letter to the Community Regarding State Budget Cuts

Dear Beachwood Community,

The public schools of Ohio are anticipating the adverse effects of the proposed $8 billion reduction in Ohio’s 
state budget. Beachwood Schools are no exception. Current predictions indicate approximately $1.5 million in 
permanent state funding reductions for our district in FY2012 (July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012). Further reductions 
are on the horizon for FY2013 and thereafter.

By their very nature, these reductions disproportionately affect wealthy districts with a strong commercial base. 
Thus, Beachwood is experiencing the impact of such adverse reductions more severely than many less affluent 
districts.

It is the intention of the Beachwood Board of Education and administration to curtail spending to accommodate 
these cuts for the 2011-2012 school year. This will not be an entirely painless process, but it will be a strategic 
one. Our goal is to provide enhanced educational services while reducing associated costs. We do not plan to cut 
any existing academic programs. However, we will need to make more efficient use of the resources that we have. 
Consequently, you may see changes in administrative alignment, teaching assignments, and responsibilities of 
support staff in an effort to leverage more educational benefit while living with the reality of a reduced budget.

In the meantime, the administration is working with the district’s state-level advocacy organizations to mitigate 
the impact of the state budget reductions.  Such efforts involve a myriad of like school districts throughout Ohio.

Last month, prior to spring break, the Beachwood Board of Education and the Beachwood Federation of Teachers 
issued a letter to the teachers of Beachwood citing their mutual commitment to communicate and collaborate 
during these uncertain economic times.  With the support of Beachwood residents and businesses, we know that 
our students’ academic opportunities and accomplishments will continue to flourish.

Thank you for your unequaled legacy of support for your schools. That generous history, coupled with ongoing 
efforts to reduce costs, has kept this district from seeking additional operating revenue since 2005 and permits us 
to avoid the draconian cuts being implemented of necessity in so many school districts throughout Ohio.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Markwardt, Ph.D. Michele Mills Beth Rosenbaum
Superintendent Treasurer Board of Education  
   President
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Mitchel Luxenburg, Vice President, 382-8943 • ml@beachwoodschools.org
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Two Beachwood marketing students took first 
place and eight others placed in the top 10 in their 
respective events at the DECA State Contest last 
month. Peter Kampf (Chagrin) and his partner Solly 
Poprish (Beachwood) won first place in Ohio in the 
Sports and Entertainment Team event. The following 
students placed in the top 10 in team events: Asha 
Clark and Lily Lash (Beachwood); Mallory 
Widmar and Erica Leone (Chagrin); Kaulin 
Hooper and Jacob Weiss (Beachwood). Kayla 
Breeden and Catherine Barta (West Geauga) 
placed in the top 10 in individual events. The top 
10 in each event were honored on stage at the 
awards ceremony. For placing in the top five at 
the state competition, Asha Clark, Lily Lash and 
Kayla Breeden advanced to the DECA International 
Contest, held this month in Orlando, Florida, with 
more than 15,000 students from around the world.

Pictured: Beachwood marketing students 
proudly display their trophies following the 
regional DECA competition.

Robotics Club is Tops 
Among NE Ohio Schools

Marketing Students Advance to International DECA

Beachwood High School’s Robotics Team 
finished in 6th place out of 58 teams at last month’s 
Buckeye Regional Robotics Competition at 
Cleveland State University’s Wolstein Center. With 
a 7-2 record during the competition, Beachwood 
was the highest qualifying team from Northeast 
Ohio and enjoyed the squad’s best finish in the 
program’s 11-year history. Junior Tony Sapell was 
awarded the Driver of the Year by a competing 
team at the event.

Formed in 2001, Beachwood’s Robotics Club 
comprises 25 students. The team started preparing 
during the first week of January and had just 45 days 
to complete the robot to compete in the competition. 
Students met for hours after school each day for 
six weeks straight, logging nearly 170 hours of 
preparation time for this year’s robot.

Team sponsors include Parker, PTC, Envision 
Radio Networks, The Metal Store, Subway, Chic-
Fil-A, NASA, The Martha-Holden Jennings 
Foundation, and The SMART Consortium. These 

sponsors help to further develop science, math, 
and technology principals in our members 
and enable the team to be competitive at 
very little cost the district.

The future is bright for the program. 
Only one team member graduates in 2011. 
Team members also volunteer at a summer 
robotics camp to help promote these skills in 
the next generation of team members. This 
Robotics in Action camp is run through the 
City of Beachwood Recreation Department.

Pictured above: Beachwood High School’s 
Robotics Team with its award-winning robot. 
Pictured right: Steve Janovitz.
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May Schools’ Calendar
 4  BHS PTO Meeting, 7 p.m. at BHS
 5    Kindergarten Concert, 7 p.m. at BHS
 6  Elementary Birthday Celebrations
 6-8  PTO Garage Sale at BHS
 9  Board of Education Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at Fairmount
 10  Kindergarten Screening at Bryden
   Hilltop Band Concert, 7:30 p.m. at BHS
 11  Hilltop Parent Advisory, 7 p.m. at Hilltop
 12  Elderclass Lunch & Program, 12 p.m. at BHS
   BMS Band Concert, 7:30 p.m. at BHS
 13  Bryden Spirit Day
 14  BHS Senior Prom, 8 p.m.
 15  Spring Art Fair, 10 a.m. at BHS
 16  Spinney Awards Ceremony, 7:30 p.m. at BHS
 17  BMS Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m. at BHS
 18  BMS Choir Concert, 7:30 p.m. at BMS
 19  Multicultural Night & Open House, 7 p.m. at Bryden
 19-20  8th Grade Career Shadow Day
 23  Board of Education Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at Fairmount
 24  Beachwood Athletic Boosters Meeting, 7 p.m. at Fairmount
   Hilltop Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m. at BHS
 25  Community PTO Installation Dinner, 6 p.m.
 26  Community Groundbreaking, 5 p.m. at BHS
 30  Memorial Day – No School

BMS Featured on WVIZ, WCPN
A special news segment that featured Beachwood Middle 

School’s infusion of technology into its curriculum aired last 
month on PBS/WVIZ’s NewsDepth television series. BMS 
Principal Linda LoGalbo, social studies teacher Garth Holman, 
and 8th-grade student Daniel Stanescu are featured during the 
program. A valuable source of current events for thousands 
of Ohio third through eighth grade students, NewsDepth is a 
weekly news program that helps teachers meet state academic 
content standards in language arts, social studies, and more, 
while linking Ohio students with the world.

The Beachwood segment was originally produced for radio 
by WCPN and WKSU as part of a three-school series entitled 
“Schools that Work.” The radio program aired during Morning 
Edition on 90.3 WCPN and during All Things Considered. 
While the television segment features only Beachwood Middle 
School, the radio series featured three area middle schools that 
are making a positive difference.

Links to both programs may be found under Beachwood 
District News at www.beachwoodschools.org.

The Cleveland Cavaliers presented Beachwood High School 
marketing students with the team’s first NBA Green Week Award 
during the April 5, 2011, Cavs’ game. As a part of NBA Green 
Week, the Cleveland Cavaliers promoted going “Green” in the 
Cleveland community and created the Cleveland Cavaliers Green 
Week Award for a school/organization or individual who exhibits 
exceptional efforts to promote sustainability and to make our 
community a more environmentally friendly place. 

The Cavs recognized the “Green Dream” class’s outstanding 
efforts in promoting sustainability and making the Northeast Ohio 
community a more environmentally-friendly place to live. The class 
is best known for its annual Green Dream Eco-Friendly Business 
Showcase that features more than 100 vendors. This year’s fair was 
held April 15 at the Beachwood Community Center.

Pictured: Kerry Bubolz, Cleveland Cavaliers Executive Vice-
President (right), presents the team’s first NBA Green Week Award 
to marketing students (from left) Andrew Somogyi (Beachwood), 
Jacob Tepper (Beachwood), Jon Fishman (Beachwood), Jen 
Tripi (Mayfield) and Michael Bohm (Beachwood). 
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Cavs Present Green Dream Students with Green Week Award


